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World History
Fall Semester 2018
mckeek@fultonschools.org
mckeehistory.weebly.com
@historyconventre Instagram
@Miss_Ventre Twitter

Course Description 
This course will contain coverage of the earliest civilizations and world events through the time of European exploration.  Students will identify the basic elements of all civilizations and trace the transition from the ancient to the advanced.  Students will gain knowledge of important geography skills, recognizing patterns and connections, and will practice critical thinking skills.  Throughout the course students will gain a global perspective of the events that helped create the society they live in today. 
Course Outline
Unit 1: River Valley Civilizations Test 8/28   

Unit 2: Classical Civilizations
Unit 3: Middle Ages, Eastern World

Unit 4: Middle Ages, Western World

Unit 5: Renaissance, Reformation, & Scientific Revolution

Unit 6: Pre-Columbian Americas and the Age of Exploration

Textbook Info 
World History: Patterns of Interaction, Holt-McDougal Littell, 2006 edition.      

Students are financially responsible for all books issued by CHS. Textbooks may not be left in classrooms and teachers are not responsible for the whereabouts of your book. The copy which was issued must be turned in at the end of the course.  You will not receive credit for turning in another student’s book and may not turn in replacement books.  The cost of replacement will be assessed to any student that fails to turn in the book they were issued or turns in a damaged book.  

Grading Scale
Major Assessments (55%)  Major Assessment grades include all unit tests, essays/major writing assignments, and research based projects/presentations. Unit assessments combine multiple choice, geography, information processing skills and essay questions. All tests after the first unit will contain previously learned material.  Study guides are provided during each unit to assist with test preparation.  Projects will be discussed within the next few weeks.  
Minor Assessments (20%)  Minor Assessment grades include all in-class assignments, performance assessments, quizzes, debates, and seminars.
Other (5%) Historical portfolio, homework, study guides, etc. 
Final Exam (20%) The final exam will be a comprehensive test of course material, skills and an essay.  
A: 100-90 B: 89-80 C: 79-70 F: Below 70
**No extra credit will be assigned.**
Expectations for Written Work

All written assignments should:
• be in complete sentences using formal language 

• follow conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics 

• accurately cite sources used with discipline-specific requirements (i.e. MLA, APA, etc.).

Chattahoochee High School Provision for Improving Grades 

1. Students who complete a major assessment but fail to demonstrate mastery as evidenced by a grade below 75% on the major assessment may pursue an improvement opportunity to show proficiency. In the case of an honor code violation on a major assessment, the grade will stand as a zero with no eligibility for recovery on that assignment. What is classified as a major assessment is determined within the content area; consult your course syllabus for details.

2. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities within 5 school days of being informed of the grade on the assessment in class. Students are allowed one attempt at recovery per major assessment. All recovery work must be completed 10 days before the end of the semester.

3. The grade on the recovery assignment will replace the original grade if the recovery grade is equal to or below 75%. If the recovery grade is above 75%, the original grade will be replaced with a 75%.

School Board Policy IHA Grading and Reporting System Provision for Improving Grades
1. Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities. Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester. All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

2. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

Cheating and Plagiarism

The Social Studies department considers academic integrity a top priority.  ANY copying or sharing of answers on homework, major assessments, minor assessments, or exams will be viewed as cheating by the Social Studies Department.  The only exception to this rule is if the teacher has explicitly stated that the work is a “cooperative learning” experience.  If in doubt, ask the teacher.

Plagiarism is a form of cheating.  It is defined by the American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language is “the act of stealing and using the work ideas or writings of another as one’s own.”  Although the direct copying of another’s work is the most blatant example, any time a student takes another’s ideas and passes them off as their own, it is considered plagiarism.  This includes “rephrasing” material without noting the source.  If in doubt, ask in advance.  The consequences for cheating or plagiarism on any assignment are outlined in the handbook: it will result in a zero grade on the assignment, an Honor Code Referral, and a phone call notifying the violator’s parent.

Make Ups & Late Policy 


It is YOUR responsibility to collect & complete missed assignments. 
The following policy will apply to all make-up work:

Tests: Tests will be made up on the day that a student returns from an absence. If the student is absent for several consecutive days, the student must make arrangements to make it up in the mornings, during lunch, or possibly after school. If you are absent the day before a test, you will still be required to take the test that day. I reserve the right to change the format of make up tests to all essays. Your lowest test grade will be replaced by your final exam grade provided that there are no outstanding NHIs, and that all tests have been completed.
Homework: missed homework is due the day after the student returns. Homework should be handed in on the due date at the beginning of class.  Homework is usually timely and not nearly as useful if late. 1 day late: 75% credit.  2 days 50%, after that 0%. 


Quizzes: Quizzes will be made up the day a student returns.

Major Papers: Please make every effort to turn in papers on the day they are due.  10% of the grade will be deducted per day unless the absence is excused.
Classroom Expectations 
L.E.A.D.
(Leadership, Education, Adventure, Diplomacy)
· Be on Time! Please note that the Chattahoochee High School tardy policy will be followed.
· A class cut occurs when a student is absent from class for more than ten minutes without having permission from their assigned teacher or authorization from the front office to do so.

· First tardy – verbal warning

· Second tardy – verbal warning

· Third tardy –parental notification

· Fourth tardy – private detention & parent notification

· Subsequent- referral  
· Be Prepared! Complete all assignments on time. Make up any work that you may have missed due to an absence – this is YOUR responsibility. 
· Be Respectful and Courteous! Respect yourself and others. Insults, harassment, and intimidation will not be tolerated!
· Be Active! Take charge in your learning! Get involved, and participate! 
· No Cell Phones! Cell phones will be place in spa at the beginning of the period and will charge throughout class.  First come, first served for charging locations.
Teacher Availability
Please do not hesitate to contact me at any point during the semester with your questions or concerns. The best way to get in touch with me is via email (mckeek@fultonschools.org) I am available in the morning or afternoon by appointment for students or parents. Appointments can be scheduled for help sessions, make up exams, private detentions, and conferences, just talk to me. Students, please drop by if you are confused or concerned about anything so we can remedy the situation before it becomes a problem!
Classroom Donations
Throughout the year, we do various activities that require school supplies.  If you are able, here is our classroom wishlist!
**Color Copy Paper            **Sharpies           **Markers            **Kleenex        **Dry Erase Markers     **Clorox Wipes

[ ] Yes, I have read the above World History syllabus & fully understand the requirements & class expectations set forth by Ms. Ventre.
Student Name: ______________________________________________
Student Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: __________
Parent Name: ________________________________________________
Parent Signature: _____________________________________________ Date: __________
Parent Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
[ ] Yes, I have read the above World History syllabus & fully understand the requirements & class expectations set forth by Ms. Ventre, and I have included a donation of _______________________________.
Student Name: ______________________________________________

Student Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: __________

Parent Name: ________________________________________________

Parent Signature: _____________________________________________ Date: __________
Parent Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

***Please return signed syllabus to Ms. Ventre NO LATER than Friday, August 10th!***


               Materials Needed for Class





~ One 3–ring binder (to be used for THIS CLASS ONLY!)


~ Notebook Paper


~ Colored pencils or Markers


~Marble/Composition Notebook














